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ally refused by your predecessor; and the patrician by
whom the creditors were defrauded, and the debtor kept
without resource, had the preference. What was the con-
sequence of this absurd law ? The debasement of the
price of land, that is to say, of the first riches of the
State, and highly to the disadvantage of the noble land-
holders; the decay of agriculture, which was before dis-
couraged by so many other causes, and of credit among
the gentry; the aggravation of that fearful prejudice
which wrongs the plebeian and renders the patrician
stupid, by making him suppose his honorable rights are
a sufficient source of respect, and that he need not ac-
quire any other; in fine, the absolute necessity that those
plebeians should quit the country who had acquired any
capital; for they could not employ their money in trade,
that being ruined by monopoly; nor in agriculture, be-
cause they were not allowed to hope they ever might
be landholders. * Is not Mecklenburg full of the traders
of Stettin and Konigsberg, etc., who have employed the
wealth they gained, during the last maritime war, in the
purchase of the estates of the ruined nobility of that
country ? This, SIRE, would be a heavy loss to you, were
Mecklenburg always to be separated from your kingdom;,
a loss beyond the powers of calculation, were the same
regulations hereafter to subsist. It is a remark which
could not escape sagacious travelers, that wealthy mer-
chants have delighted, in retirement, to betake them-
selves to agriculture. The most barren land becomes
fruitful in their possession. They labor for its improvement,
and bear with them that spirit of order, that circumstan-
tial precision, by which they grew rich in trade. Wherever
merchants can purchase, and wherever trade is honor-
able, there the country flourishes, and wears the face of
abundance and prosperity. Commercial industry awakens
every other kind of industry, and the earth requires
that ingenious tillage which animates vegetation in the
most ungrateful soil. Ah ! SIRE, deign to recollect this

* Bourgeoisie and Roturiers are terms which are here translated by
the word PLEBEIAN, and this word is meant to include all classes, whether
of tradesmen, husbandmen, or liberal professions, that do not appertain
to the nobility. who spoke to Baron Reede of is a melancholy
